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Introducing EIT Manufacturing

• EIT Manufacturing is an initiative of the European Institute of 

Innovation and Technology (EIT), a body of the European 

Union

• We are the leading pan-European community focused

on fostering innovation in manufacturing through

our unique active ecosystem

• This network brings together 200+ partners including industry 

leaders, connecting business, startups, academics and research 

institutions to make innovation happen

• Co-funding of EUR 400 million (2020-2026) from the EIT makes this 

possible



Manufacturing in Europe 
represents:

For Europe to prosper, 
manufacturing needs to 
thrive
Innovation is key

Improving people’s lives through sustainable 

manufacturing
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The European manufacturing industry faces five main 
challenges

Improving people’s lives through sustainable 

manufacturing

• Urgent need to 

reskill, upskill 

and reimagine 

traditional roles

• Challenge caused by 

aging 

demographic evolution

in Europe, coupled 

with a shift in 

skillset 

requirements

• Manufacturing is one 

of the sectors with 

the

lowest share of women

employees

• A diversified

workforce is a key

lever to unlock

innovative thinking

• To attract tomorrow’s 

talents from across the 

spectrum of diversity, 

manufacturing work 

environment must 

improve

• Current production and 

consumption systems 

rely on non-

reusable or non-

recycled raw materials

• Linear models generate 

persistent waste and 

perpetuate the demand 

for virgin resources

• Shift need towards 

circular production to 

reduce overreliance 

on 

unsustainable 

materials and cut 

waste

• Regulation is too slow, 

despite the European 

Green Deal and its Net 

Zero Industry Act or 

Corporate Sustainability 

Reporting Directive

• Need to prioritise 

sustainable products 

and practices to 

meet climate-

neutral goals and unlock 

opportunity

• Europe depends on 

specific raw materials 

and critical components

• Importance of a 

resilient European 

manufacturing shown 

through COVID-19 

pandemic and Ukrainian 

war

• Europe is lagging 

behind in digital 

platforms which 

pose an opportunity to 

increase competitiveness

Skill 
gaps

Lack of 
diversit
y

Linear 
productio
n models

High 
GHG 
emission
s

Insufficie
nt 
resilience



We achieve it through our 

unique innovation 

ecosystem

Our strategic 
objectives

1. Put people at the

center of manufacturing 

innovation

2. Accelerate green 

manufacturing

3. Foster sovereignty and 

competitiveness

Improving people’s lives through sustainable 

manufacturing

Our mission

Connect manufacturing 

players by promoting 

talent and 

entrepreneurship to 

accelerate sustainable 

innovation in Europe.

Delivered through 

education and training, 

innovation and 

business creation.



180+ 

employees

Headquartered in Paris

Six regional offices 

covering all European 

countries:
Central 
Region

Darmstadt

East 
Region

Vienna

North 
Region

Gothenburg

South-East 
Region

Athens

South 
Region

Milan

West 
Region

San Sebastian

Pan-European with local presence



Growing a powerful network of more than 200 partners
Including 70+ core partners

Last update: November 
2024



Our impact since 2020

>350

Partner
s

Funded projects Manufacturing 
client introductions

1 000+
Corporate 

challenges solved

40+

Startups and 
scaleups actively
supported

1 000+200+
Students and 
learners

31.6k



Corporate & SME Services: Supporting Your Growth & Funding 
Needs

01
Broadening 

network and 

collaboration

• Networking & 

community 

building

• Finding commercial 

and technology 

partners

• Learning Expedition

02
Boosting 

viable 

innovation

• Funding of 

Innovation 

projects

• Support to 

commercialisatio

n

• Tech Radar & 

Business 

Intelligence

• Corporate 

Innovation 

Challenge

03
Expanding 

skills and 

competences

• Customised

professional trainings

• Digital learning 

platform

• Teaching and 

Learning 

Factories

• Access to 

international 

talent

• Dissemination 

of innovation

04
Accelerating 

sustainable 

growth

• Innovation Funding                       

Catalyst 

• Access to other 

funding  programmes



Startup & SME Services: Supporting Your Growth & 
Funding Needs

01
Access to 
market

02
Access to finance

03
Mentorship & growth 
support

• Accelerate: EIT Manufacturing

investment

• Funding for innovation projects

• Access to EU Funding 

programmes

• Investment readiness

• Investor introductions

• Tailored coaching & mentoring

• Venture Building Programme

• Competitive intelligence

Improving people’s lives through sustainable 

manufacturing

• European networking with 

peers and industry partners

• Qualified introductions to 

potential customers

• European events & 

programmes



Challeng
e owners

Selected
tech 
providers

Scoutin
g

From 

across 

Europe + 

HE

Short term 

implementation

Communit

y 

integratio

n

EIT Manufacturing support funnel

Mentorin
g

Sustainable 
commercial 

exploitation

Co-funded 
PoC

+ support

Corporate Innovation Challenge
Supporting business engagements between manufacturers and startups

Permanent Call for 
Startups and Corporates’ 
Pilot Projects

Supportin
g

Co-funded 
PoC



Thank you!

Daniel Paunovic
Business Development and Innovation Manager

M: +43 660 777 09 58
E: daniel.paunovic@eitmanufacturing.eu
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